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DESCRIPTION
Native American Studies (NAS) is an interdisciplinary study of the 
Indigenous peoples of the United States. By applying a hemispheric 
perspective to studying the Indigenous peoples of this country, NAS 
examines Native American experiences and worldviews in relation to 
the larger context of Indigenous experiences throughout the Americas 
and the Pacific.

NAS studies the Native Nations of the United States from antiquity to 
the present and future. NAS emphasizes the centrality of Indigenous 
languages to Indigenous worldviews and ways of knowing, and it 
analyzes effects of invasion and colonization on Native American 
populations. NAS examines U.S. Federal Indian law and policy, 
Native citizenship and enrollment, methods of tribal governance, and 
Native arts and cultural expressions.

NAS at PCC prioritizes Indigenous communities and experiences 
by emphasizing Native survival, resilience, adaptation, political 
self-determination, tribal sovereignty, and Indigenous futures. NAS 
contributes to many fields, and it is valuable for anyone planning to 
work with diverse communities and cultures.

NAS courses at PCC are designed to transfer as credit toward the 
new major in Indigenous Nations and Native American Studies 
at Portland State University. These courses may also transfer as 
credit toward a major in Native American Studies, Ethnic Studies, or 
American Studies at other regional universities, and they will transfer 
to most other university degree programs as elective credit. Students 
planning to transfer to a college or university other than Portland 
State University should see an adviser for additional information and 
guidance.
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